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WORSHIP & MUSIC 
òWorship the Lord with gladness; come into his 
presence with singing.ó          Psalm 100:2 

O@RSNQ½R LDRR@FD 

Why do we worship?  
 

23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will wor-
ship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship 
him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.ò 

~ John 4:23-24 
 

 

This may seem like an odd or a very basic question, but ñWhy do we worship?ò  
There is talk about ñcontemporaryò worship, ñtraditionalò worship, ñalternativeò 
worship, ñemergentò worship, high church, low church, etc.  Maybe this should 
have occurred to me before, but all of these kinds of worship are styles that ap-
peal to people.  But I wonder if the appeal is more a matter of entertainment or 
worship.  Please donôt get me wrong, I donôt want to use this either/or dichot-
omy to force us to have worship that is boring or even worship that borders on 
the torturous.  Rather, I want us to focus on what worship is and how we use 
these styles to help us worship. 

 

Good olô Websterôs Dictionary tells us that the first known usage of the word 
ñworshipò was in the 12th century.  The Old English word was woerthscipe ï wo-
erth meaning worth or worthy ï and it relates to things or people who are worthy 
of respect, admiration or devotion.  Worship helps us make decisions about 
what is and what is not worthy of respect, admiration or devotion.  When we 
place other things in our lives in positions of respect, admiration or devotion that 
arenôt God, we essentially make those things into gods é false gods. 

 

Yes, we should get something out of worship.  Yes, we should be spiritually fed 
and encouraged.  What a different perspective if we go to worship asking ques-
tions like é 

ñWhat am I going to get?ò 

ñWhat will this do for me?ò 
 

versus é 

ñHow can I give thanks to God for my life and the blessings I have?ò 

ñHow can I encourage others in my congregation?ò 

ñHow can I honor God simply for being God?ò 

(Contôd on p. 2) 
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Bethel makes disciples of Jesus Christ in our community using our God-given gifts. 

BETHEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

8712 Plantat ion Lane  Manassas, VA 20110  

Http: / /www.bethelmanassas.org/     E - mai l :  bethel lutheran@comcast.net  

(703) 368 - 3943  

The Bethel Bell Tower is a monthly publication of this congregation.  

Please submit all articles to the church office or email to: bethelbelltower@gmail.com   

CHARLENE SHEPARD , Preschool Director  
JEANNE ENDRIKAT,  Newsletter Editor **  
SARA JENS, Newsletter Layout**  
 

* elected  
**volunteer  

PASTOR JEFF WILSON, Senior Pastor  
DEBBIE MULLINAX, Administrative Assistant  
JASON LARGENT, Director of Music Ministries  
PEGGY SCHILPP, Membership Information Specialist  

MARY HILL, Council President*  
 

Mission Council 2011  
 

Rod DeSmet, Treasurer 

Art Freas 

Sharon Freas, Secretary 

Peter Grasis 

Mary Hill, President 

Charlie Proctor,  
Financial Secretary 

Bob Schilpp 

Anita Waggy  

Joe Weller 

Ken Weschler 

Kevin Wilkens,  
Vice President 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 

òWorship the Lord with gladness; come into his 
presence with singing.ó     Psalm 100:2 

PASTORôS MESSAGE contôd from p. 1 

 

The difference is in the object of these questions ï God or us?  If we are the 
object or the priority, then I wonder if itôs truly worship. 

 

Worshipping God helps us to refocus and reorient our lives weekly.  Thatôs 
where we see transformation.  Sometimes worship transforms right then and 
there ï that very day.  
 

I also think transformation happens with all of the little decisions that we make 
every day.  It happens as we turn our attention toward God on a regular basis.  
All of us come to worship with things on our minds ï health concerns, grocery 
lists, schedules for our kids.  We donôt leave these outside, but instead bring 
them in and lay them before God ï sometimes giving thanks ï sometimes ask-
ing for help or direction.  This too is worship.  I firmly believe that God wants to 
be part of our lives ï part of our whole lives ï not just for an hour or two on 
Sunday. 

 

Come, let us worship together! 

 
2So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, ñPut away the 
foreign gods that are among you, and purify yourselves, and change your 
clothes; 3then come, let us go up to Bethel, that I may make an altar there to 
the God who answered me in the day of my distress and has been with me 
wherever I have gone.ò [Genesis 35:2-3] 

 

In Christ,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Please note  the summer worship for July and August, starting July 3, will be 
at 8:00am and 10:00 am (instead of 11:00 am). 



 

Page 3 A loving faith community making disciples for Jesus.            July 2011  

Pastoral Acts for May  
 

Baptisms 

5/15/2011 ð Mark, Denese and Saul Ventura, sons and daughter of Leticia 

and Saul Ventura 

5/29/2011 ð Alison Lynsey Burns, Finley Rose Burns, and Brooklyn Nicole Cox (co -

officiated  with Pr Mary Kieser) 

Funerals 

5/5/2011 ð Christopher Bellinger  

5/17/2011 ð Charles Young, husband of Sophia Young 

NOTE OF THANKSé  

   

Dear Bethel Members:   The Charles A. Young family wishes to express their thanks for the love and support of the Bethel 
Congregation following the death of my husband Charles A. Young, Jr. on May 13, 2011.  Your cards, notes, kind words, and 
hugs have helped to ease the pain felt by our family as we mourn his loss, but celebrate his life.   Thanks to the ladies of the 
church for the food preparation the day of the funeral.  Everything was wonderful.  
 

                                                                                                             Š Sophia & Family 

 

We would like to welcome Elizabeth Burnside as our new 

Director of  Youth & Family Ministries.  We also welcome 

her husband, 

Phil, and son, 

David.   

Elizabeth's first Sunday with us will 

be July 17.  We will have a special 

coffee hour reception where you can 

meet her. 

 

 

STAFF NEWS  In everything set them an example by doing what is good.  Titus 2:7  

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=93008424&keywords=welcome,%20staff&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=
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FELLOWSHIP                  
òA cheerful look brings joy to the heartó       Proverbs 15:30 

EDUCATION (ADULT) ò. . .being commended for the gifts that come from learning .ó 

Wisdom of Solomon (Apocrypha), chapter 7:14  

"Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will 

not depart from it.ó                Proverbs 22:6 EDUCATION  

Preschool 
 

The preschool is currently registering students for the 2011/2012 school year. We offer the following 
classes: 
 

 3 Year Olds:      T/TH - $140/month                               4 year olds:     M/W/F - $165/month 

                           M/W/F - $165/month                                                    M/T/W/TH/F - $220/month 
 

 All classes meet from 9:15-12:15 and have a $70 registration fee. There is also a $30 Activ-
ity Fee due with the first month's tuition. Our preschool provides a wonderful opportunity for 3 
and 4 year olds to grow spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, socially, and physically as well 
as to prepare them for kindergarten.  

Registration forms are available on the bulletin board next to the Church Nursery.  For more 

information, please contact Charlene Shepard  at 703-369-3448. 

FISH Bible Study 
 

Announcing the FISH Bible Study!  Beginning the first Sunday after Rally Day 
(September 18 ), we will  
offer a small group Bible study during the Sunday School hour. 
 

FISH is a beginners' Bible study that will help participants grow spiritually, Biblically 
and relationally.  We will do this by beginning each weekly gathering as we share prayer concerns, prayer 
led by members of the study group, and Biblical teachings.  The purpose is not to rush through the Bible, 
but meander through it - taking time where it is needed to address questions, concerns or explore the 
teaching more deeply as the discussion allows time for us to reflect on how the Scriptures affect our lives. 
 

If you are interested in being part of this group, please contact Vicki Wilson at VickiFriday@gmail.com . 

Bethel has always 
been blessed with 
new visitors, and 
we want to do our 
best to welcome 
them and invite 
them to learn 

about and take part in our church family. A new 
Welcoming Team is in the works to provide an 
important service to Bethelôs members and 
guests.  We will have a meeting on Wednesday, 
July 13

th
 at 7:00 p.m.  if you are interested in be-

ing part of this important and exciting team.  For 
more information please see Soundra Kirkland, 
Barbara Kuehni, or Juanita Florio. 

SOFTBALL NEWS  ï The season is winding 
down, so letôs have a great turnout on Friday, 
July 8

th
 at 6:30 pm  at Valley View Field #5, and 

again on Friday, July 15th at 8:30 pm.   Come 
out and cheer TEAM BETHEL on to victory!! 
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STEWARDSHIP   òéit is more blessed to give than to receive.ó Acts 20: 35b 

COMMUNICATION & EVANGELISM 
òAnd the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the 

same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.ó 

        2 Timothy 2:2  

Email Changes Coming Soon  
 
Bethel has had a plethora of different email addresses and email providers. We have email addresses with 
Gmail, Comcast, Yahoo and more. In an attempt to simplify our email addresses and make it easier for 
people to contact us, we will be creating new email addresses for the staff and ministry teams that end in 
@bethelmanassas.org. 
 
What about the existing email addresses? The short answer is, they will still work. 
Staff will have email from the old addresses forwarded to their new Bethel email ad-
dresses. For the ministry teams, email from the new addresses will be forwarded to 
the teamôs old email address or the head of the ministry team. 
 
We will be phasing this change in over the next few months and will be working with 
the groups a few at a time to make sure we have a smooth transition and that all 
places that list the email address are updated as needed. 
 

Items of Interest from the Near Team 
 

July has been designated to collect all non-perishable foods 
for SERVE.  Even though the weather is nice and we are en-
joying the relaxed summer months, the need for food contin-
ues to be in great demand. 

 

Yard Sale 
 

Thanks to all who helped! Your efforts made our yard sale a big success. We ended up raising over 
$6,000 to fund this year's Sawdust and Sandals trip on July 31st for housing rehab and to put towards 
next year's Youth Gathering trip. We also found a new home for the grand piano from the choir room with 
Oakcrest school. A special thanks to our yard sales sponsors:  Freedom Property Management and Pack-

rat of Chantilly who donated the Packrat for storing our early donations.         ñ Sharon Freas 

 

July 31 - August 6th - Americus, GA 
 

Our big summer trip! This is a multi-generational trip for all people age 13 and up. 
 

Come help rehab housing in the birthplace of the Fuller Center for Housing and Habitat 
for Humanity. We will be working with the Americus-Sumter County Fuller Center for 
Housing. Our probable projects will be replacing doors and windows, painting and some 

home repairs.   You can talk to Sharon Freas  to reserve your spot. 
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FOR THE GREATER COMMUNITY 
òBut be doers of the word, and not merely hearers 

         who deceive themselves.ó James 1:2  

News from SERVE  

I love my freedom. I love my America. ~Jessi Lane Adams 
 

SERVEôs Emergency Family Shelter is expanding!  Only two years after 
SERVEôs merger with Northern Virginia Family Service, Northern Virginia Fam-
ily Services is partnering with Home Aid Northern Virginia, K. Hovnanian 
Homes, Community Development Block Grants and the Freddie Mac Founda-
tion to build a 4,000-sq. ft. expansion to the SERVE Family Care Shelter.  This 
project will increase shelter capacity from 60 to 92 beds, allowing NVFS to 
reach an additional 250 individuals a year.  For more information on this impor-
tant milestone at SERVE, please visit http://www.nvfs.org/serveexpansion 

 

Looking for a summer volunteer opportunity?  The next SERVE volunteer orientation  
will be held on July 9 at 10am.  Volunteer needs continue through the summer, plus  
I have some special volunteer needs for childrenôs activities and front desk coverage  
to fill in for those volunteers who are going on vacation.  For more information or to  
sign up, please contact me. 
 

Itôs summer, but SERVE is already looking ahead to the 2011-2012 school 
year.  Our annual Back-to-School Drive will be held in August.  Weôll be back 
in the Manassas Mall Community Room, located next to Sears.  Volunteers 
will be needed to help sort school supplies, pack backpacks and assist with 
distribution.  Last year, NVFS provided new backpacks and school supplies 
to over 2,000 children, of which over 1,300 were children of SERVE cli-
ents .  For more information on this program and how you can help, please 
contact me. 

 
Stay cool, everyone, and have a safe and happy July 4 holiday!  Let Freedom Ring!  

 
 

Jan Hawkins, SERVE Volunteer Coordinator 
Email jhawkins@nvfs.org 

Handbell Summer Workshop  
 
Back by popular demand...The Handbell Summer Workshop!  All rising 3rd through 12th 
graders are invited to join us for a fun-filled week of ringing handbells.  The workshop will 
take place Monday through Thursday, August 22 -25 from 6:00pm - 8:30pm.  Beginners 
are welcome, and current ringers are highly encouraged to attend.  There will be stations 
of handbell ringing, rhythm games, advanced ringing skills, ringing youth festival music, and a Wii 
Music & Rock Band station.  A small snack will be provided.  Join us!!   

 

Registration forms are available in the narthex.  Please see Cindy Martin  with any questions 

(cdm210@me.com  or 703-392-5290).  Looking forward to seeing you this summer! 

http://www.nvfs.org/serveexpansion
mailto:jhawkins@nvfs.org

